NIGERIA AEROGRAMME AND REGISTERED LETTER RATES

According to the 1973 Nigeria Postal Guide:
Page 10 says registered envelopes with embossed stamps are available in G size at a price of 27k and in H size at a price of 28k.  The cost of the registered envelopes includes the cost of postage and the cost of registration.
Page 21 says that the minimum internal post rate for letters up to 20g is 5k.
Page 40 says the registration fee is 20k.
Consequently it can be deduced that the cost of the G size registered envelope net of postage and registration was 2k and that of the H size 3k.

The rates for earlier and later dates were as follows:

1954:  Aerogrammes: 6d
Registered envelopes: Size G 41/2d each; Size H 5d each
Registration: Inland, British Commonwealth & Overseas Territories, and Foreign Countries all 3d
Insurance : 3d for up to a value of £12; 3d for each additional £12 or part thereof up to a maximum value of £60
(Source: Nigeria Handbook, 2nd edition, Crown Agents, London, 1954)

1959: Aerogrammes: Internal 2d; British Commonwealth & Overseas Territories 6d; Foreign Countries 6d
Registration: Letters: Internal:6d; British Commonwealth & Overseas Territories 6d; Foreign Countries 6d
Parcels: Internal 6d; No overseas service
(Source: Nigeria Yearbook 1959, the Nigeria Printing and Publishing Company, Lagos, nd)

1967 & 1968: Aerogrammes: Internal 4d; Member countries of the OAU 6d; Other Countries 9d
Registration: Letters: Internal:1/-; Member Countries of the OAU 1/-; Other Countries 1/-
Parcels: Internal 1/-; No overseas service
(Source: Nigeria Yearbooks 1967 & 1968, Times Press Limited, Lagos, nd)

From 1 July 1979 to at least 1982:
Aerogrammes: 10k each
Registration fee: 40k
Registered letter envelopes: Type G 55k each, packet of 24 envelopes ₦13.20; Type H 60k each, packet of 24 envelopes ₦14.40
Insurance (only permitted on international mail): Up to ₦48: 65k; over ₦48 but less than ₦96: 90k; over ₦96 but under ₦120: ₦1.20
(Source: Nigeria 1978-79 Official Handbook, The Federal Ministry of Information, Lagos, 1979; and Nigeria Yearbook 1982, Times Press Limited, Apapa, nd )

Postal rates were supposed to increase on 1st March 1991: just before that date the charges were:
Aerogrammes: Internal: 20k each; all Overseas countries: 40k each
Registration fee: ₦1.00
Registered letter envelopes: Type G ₦1.30 each; Type H ₦1.40
each
(Source: Nigeria 1991 Official Handbook, The Federal Ministry of Information, Lagos, 1992)

It is believed that the postal rates increases due from 1st March 1991 onwards did not occur until 1st March 1992, and were:
Aerogrammes: Internal: 50k each; all Overseas countries:  ₦1.00 each
Registration fee: ₦2.00
Registered letter envelopes: Type G ₦2.70 each; Type H ₦2.80
each
(Source: Nigeria 1991 Official Handbook, The Federal Ministry of Information, Lagos, 1992; National Postal Directory 1992, Nigerian Postal Service, Federal Republic of Nigeria, nd)

It is believed that at times of postal rate increases there have often been ample stocks of registered envelopes printed and/or at post offices/agencies, and consequently manuscript and hand cachet uprating of the registered envelopes occurred at the local level.
